DECEMBER, 2009

I Dear Friends, |

. Prepare the way of the Lord. Clear a straight path for Him.” These words from Isaiah usher in the season of Advent ||

| which begins on Sunday, November 29th, a season of preparation when we share the age-old expectation of God's com- ||
ing in new and glorious ways. However, these words are often easier said than done. So many things fill our minds

| duri ng this time and often divert our attention from its fuller meanings—activities to attend, homes to decorate, cards to |

I write, presents to buy, memories of loved ones and moments of loneliness. I

In the midst of these, “ prepare the way” by setting aside time—sacred time, holy time—to light an Advent candle, to
| read the scri ptures of this season, to sit quietly and reflect on the gifts God has given you in Jesus Christ, to share stories |
I of the heart with family and others of the best Christmases you have known, to remember others who are less fortunate, I
to reach out to those who find it hard to rise to occasion, whose hearts are heavy.

| 1f we do these things, we will truly be ready for all God gives to usin this season. Every day can become Christmas and |
| every night freighted with expectation and anticipation of the dawning of a new day—a fresh, holy adventure with God. I
“For unto usa child is born!”

| In the words of Howard Thurman, |

I Christmasis a Season the Heart. |
I The Time of Forgivenessfor injuries pagt, I
The Sacrament of Sharing without balancing the deed,
The Moment of Remembrance of gracesforgotten,
The Poem of Joy making light the spirit.
I The Sense of Renewal restoring the soul, I
I The Day of Thanksgiving for “the Word made flesh”, for the birth of Christ. |
| CHRISTMAS IS THE SEASON OF THE HEART. |

I My prayer isthat by preparing the way you will discover the true spirit of this season—itsjoys, its beauty, its hopes, and I
I above al its abiding faith and love! ||

I Blessingsin Christ,
|

| Bob
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RISTMASEVE OFFE

The Session at its October meeting approved a Christmas
Offering to be received on Christmas Eve. Thisyear al loose or
undesignated offerings will be divided between the Christmas
Joy Offering and the Chibanzi Nursery School/Orphan
Center and Feeding Site/Kitchen Offering in Malawi, Africa.
Y ou may also designate your gifts.

Christmas Joy Offering
What is the Christmas Joy Offering? The offeringisa
Presbyterian tradition for almost 70 years, and one of four special
offerings recommended by the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Thereceipts of the Joy Gift are
distributed equally between the Board of Pensions Financial
Assistance Program and to “Presbyterian Racial Ethic Schools
and Colleges.”

Through the Board of Pensions Assistance Program, retired
church workers and surviving spouses living on very limited
incomes are given assi stance through Shared Grants and
Emergency Assistance Grants. Needs might include such things
as unforeseen out of the pocket medical and dental expenses or
unexpected financial burdens as aresult of natural disaster.

Each grant is an expression of appreciation for their faithful
service and the love of Christ.

The Presbyterian Church has also long promoted education
through the establishment of racial ethnic schools and colleges.
Joy Gift offering funds provide scholarships to deserving
students as well as help with basic needs.

Chibanzi Nursery School/Or phan Center and Feeding Site/
Kitchen Offering

Thereisagreat need in Malawi. Started in 2004 by your
congregation, and dedicated in 2005, the Nursery School/Orphan
Center and Feeding Site/Kitchen provides early childhood
education for 129 registered children plus a feeding program (in
partnership with Ministry of Hope) serving two meals six days a
week to as many as 300 children; 1 headmaster, 3 teachers, 2
cooks, 2 guards. Y our gifts help provide support for the feeding
program and salaries for 2010. There are other priorities includ-
ing toilet facilities, a playground, the training of committees and
teachers, gardens, and income generating activities. Designated
giftswill be going to these projects.”

Our giftson Christmas Eve will help play a vital role of
assistance to people around theworld in need. Inour
celebration the Good News of Great Joy which came through the
birth of Christ, let us also give joyously and generoudly.

New Love New Mercy

Y our support for our 2009 stewardship campaign has
been very gratifying. Through Nov. 16, we have about
$309,000 pledged by 132 members for our budget for 2010.

We still have not heard from many others. Our church
officers and leaders are busy right now contacting those we have
not heard from in the past few weeks. Please take time to return
your pledge as soon as possible so our Finance Committee can
plan our budget for next year.

Remember, all donations, no matter the dollar size,
count in abig way as we endeavor to carry on with our church
operations and mission work within our congregation and beyond
our front doors.

Jack Roberts, Chair
Stewardship Campaign

Financial update for 2009. We have received
$312,030 of our $395,380 in pledges. Please
continue your support of the church and its
programs.

MISSION STUDY UPDATE

To supplement the findings of the Congregational Life
Survey, ten focus groups were held—Worship, Children’s Minis-
tries and Outreach Committees, Malawi Association, Parents of
Children and Y outh, Middle High and Sr. High Y outh, Members
11-20 Y ears, Open Meeting to Entire Congregation, the Board of
Deacons and the Session. Thank you all for providing additional
perspectives and recommendations that will help guide our lead-
ership asit prioritizes the strengths, concerns and needs of our
congregation.

On Thursday, November 19™ we presented an initial
draft of our report to the Session. The Session isin the process
of setting goals and abjectives as well aslooking at our existing
mission statement. We hope to conclude our work and have a
final approval of Session at its December meeting. The Presby-
tery Committee on Ministry will also need to receive and ap-
prove this report before a Pul pit Nominating Committee can be
formed. If the way be clear, all thiswill be completed by January
2010 with copies of this report available in the church library.

Please pray for our leadership asit continuesto discern
God' s vision for 1% Presbyterian Church and for our church as
we seek to move forward in “the upward call of God.”

Again thank you for your patience and for your participation in
this valuable process.

Mission Study Group—
Bob Agnew, Roberta Ferkins, Bill Hunt, Dennis Kaldenberg,
Mercy Nyirenda, Sarah Proctor & Carolyn Schult.
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[FROM THE OUTREACH COMM ITTEE:}

Psalm 23 for Busy People
Toki Miyashina(Japan)

The Lord is my pace-setter,| shall not rush; he makes me
stop & rest for quiet intervals, he provides me with images
of stillness, which restore my serenity.

He leads mein the way of efficiency,
through calmness of mind,;
and His guidance is peace.

Even though | have a great many things to accomplish each
day | will not fret, for His presenceis here.

His timelessness, His all-importance will keep mein
balance.

He prepares refreshment and renewal
in the midst of activity,
by anointing my mind with His oils of tranquility; my cup
of joyous energy overflows.

Surely harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my
hours and | shall walk in the pace of my Lord, and dwell in

His house for ever.

Polo Shirts Now Available

Looking for a Christmas gift or away to spread the word about
our church? Good quality navy blue polo shirts with the church
logo are available in avariety of sizes. Y ou can wear them to
church events, Notre Dame Concessions, mission opportunities,
community events, or just wear it to spread the message about
our church.

FPCSB polo shirts now available through the Outreach Com-
mittee and are being sold at cost for $13.

Outreach Lunch Groups
Mid-Town/South Group

Wednesday, December 9 at 11:30 am. at
Allie' s Café, Mishawaka Avenue

[ S

Out to
LuNCH!

NorthSide Group—T uesday, December 15 at 12:00 p.m. at
American Pancake House, Roseland

Jubilee Christmas
Saturday,
December 12, 2009
12:00-2:30
Hosted by
Sunnyside Presbyterian Church
Sponsored by Sunnyside, First Pres-
byterian South Bend, Memorial and
Westminster Presbyterian Churches

The Great Jubilee Christmas Tradition Continues!

South Bend Presbyterian Churches are once again work-
ing together to make Christmas a joyous time for families that
have requested help from St. Vincent DePaul. Jubilee parents
have been mailed a survey to identify 3 gifts (totaling $50) for
each child age 12 and under. They can suggest toys, clothing,
books, games, music or whatever the child specifically wants for
Christmas. Each gift request will be written on a gift wish tag
and hung on the Giving Tree located in the parlor. Take as many
tags as you like and return new, unwr apped gifts by Dec. 6th.
Teenagers will receive Visa gift cards and each family will get
grocery certificates.

Jubilee parents and volunteer hosts from all
participating churches will gather at Sunnyside on Saturday, Dec.
12 to sharein atime of gift wrapping, selecting gently used
children’s clothing and fellowship with cookies and Christmas
carols. Familieswill also receive soup mixes specialy prepared
by our Big Hearts Bunch.

Here show you can help:

Purchase giftsasindicated on the Giving Tree gift wish
tags — return to the church unwrapped by Dec. 6th with the gift
tag taped to the gift.

Host a family on Dec. 12 — many volunteers are needed to
act as hosts for guest families to guide them through the event.
Hosts will phone the guests ahead to remind them and, if needed,
provide transportation to Sunnyside.

Donate money for purchasing grocery and teen gift cer-
tificates — make payable to FPC earmarked for Jubilee Christmas

Donate gently used children’s clothing or any size coats,
jackets, outerwear

Help set up at Sunnyside - Thursday, December 10th —
9:00 until 12:00

M ake cookiesfor December 12th

Please contact Pastor Lindsey Carnesif you are able to help, sign
up in the Parlor, or sign up on the Jubilee inserts in the Sunday
bulletins.
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Our church celebratestherecent gift of an AED
(Automated External Defibrillator) from HeartReach
Michiana.

HeartReach Michiana was founded in 2004 with the mis-
sion to serve the Michiana Community, particularly those
affected by heart disease, through education, financial sup-
port and direct assistance. Asaresult of fundraiser events,
it has placed 207 AED’ s throughout our area.

Every year SCA (Sudden Cardiac Arrest) kills 335,000
people of all ages and fitness levels with little or no warn-
ing. Ninety five percent of those who suffer from SCA die
because CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) and defi-
brillation occur too late, if at al. It's been estimated, if the
first person on the scene knew CPR and applied an AED
within 5 minutes, then at least 40,000 more lives per year
could be saved!

Immediate CPR aone can help save many lives. However,
some deaths are caused by lethal heart rhythms which must
be corrected as soon as possibleif patients are to sur-

vive. A portable defibrillator (AED) can diagnose this
problem and then, if needed, provide an electrical shock to
re-establish anormal rhythm. One simply follows the au-
dible or LCD instructions and the AED doestherest.

Y our staff along with a number of other peoplein the
church have been trained in First Aid, CPR and in the use
of an AED should such an emergency occur. Again our
thanks to HeartReach Michiana and to Doug Hemphill who
serves on that board for this most generous life-saving

gift.

555555555555555555555

To Church Family,

“There are certain people we thank in our prayer, and one
of those people is you—church family. And this comesto
say, May God bless you forever for all you so thoughtfully
do.” ...From Annie Phambana’ s Family

My heartfelt thanks to Robbie, Lindsey
and Bob for all their visitsand prayers
you said for my brother, Emery Seber.
Also thanks to all othersfor their prayers
and cards. ...Irma Schultheis

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS...

Patricia“ Pat” Miller isafamiliar face around First
Presbyterian Church. She has been attending for several years
and on October 18, 2009, Pat became a member of our church
family. Patricialives at 1947 Warren Road, Niles, Michi-

gan. She has 2 daughters and 2 sons. We are blessed to have Pat
as amember of our Church choir. She has been a member of the
South Bend Symphonic Choir for 25 years. Her occupation isin
Real Estate Sales and Development.

Katie Newton is aresident of Hartford, Michigan. She and Scot
Blair married November 14, 2009, and moved to Elkhart. Katie
has a Bachelor’ s Degree in Elementary Education. Katie has
served for the past seven years as Regional Coordinator, super-
vising Migrant Head Start Centers in Southern Michigan. She
works, in her free time, on her 100-year-old house in an attempt
torestoreit toitsorigina state. Sheisan avid thrift store shop-
per,

searching for good deals and interesting finds. Her areas of inter-
est in First Presbyterian Church are Children’s Sunday School
and Missions.

Scot Blair originally comes from Walnut Creek,

Cdifornia Heand Katie Newton married November 14, 20009.
He attended colleges at Phillips Academy in Andover, MA and
Trinity Collegein Hartford, CT, where he completed aBSin
Engineering. In 2000, he moved to the South Bend areaand in
2005 completed his MBA from IUSB. He is employed as a Plant
Engineer at Bull Moose Tube Company in Elkhart. Among his
many hobbies, Scot enjoys flying, ice hockey, shooting sports
and playing the trombone. He lives at 30760 County Road 20,
Elkhart, IN.

555555555555555555555

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIA
by SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2009

At Christmastime our Chancel is aways so
beautifully decorated with Poinsettia plants.
Those who wish may purchase a poinsettiain memory of aloved
one, or in living tribute to someone.

Please call the church office or complete the form found
in your Sunday bulletin and return it with a check to cover the
number of plants you have ordered. Each plant is $6.00. Pay-
ment must be received in the church office by December 6™ if
your name is to be included in the “2009 Poinsettia Insert” this

holiday season.

Please note: IRSrules state that only non-tangible donations are
tax deductible; therefore, plants taken home by donors cannot be
listed as a charitable contribution.
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ADULT EDUCATION

CHAPEL CLASS

The Sunday morning adult education Chapel Class, held from
9:30 A.M. to 10:30 A.M., covers various themes and topics.
During December the sessions will include:

December 6 — Alternative Christmas Fair in the
Social Hall
Adult Enrichment Eco-Stewards
Group, Coordinators
December 13 — The Lectionary:
A Tool for Worship and Devotion
Rev. Lindsey Carnes, Facilitator
December 20 —Israel: A Look at the Country Today
Yossi Cohen, Isragli Emissary to the
Jewish Federation of Saint Joseph
County, Speaker
December 27 — Movie —“Jesus' Birth through the
Eyes of Joseph” in the Cinema (with
popcorn)
David Eggleston, Facilitator

ADULT SMALL GROUPS

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY AT THE AUDI’S

A three week Sunday afternoon “tea-time” Advent Bible
Study will be held at the home of Malou and Robert Audi, 2301
Topsfield Road, South Bend, from 4:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. on
Sundays, November 29, December 6 and 13. Those who gather
will reflect on Scripture, as well as the writings of C.S. Lewis,
using our Advent Devotional booklet, “A Grand Miracle.”
Please plan to attend any or al of these sessionsin preparation
for the celebration of Christmas. For additional information,
contact Malou Audi at 574-299-4933 or mal ouaudi @yahoo.com
or Phyllis Wezeman at 574-2234-4159 or pweze-
man@fpcsouthbend.org.

ECO-STEWARDS -

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMASFAIR

On Sunday, December 6, during the Education Hour from
9:30 A.M. to 10:30 A.M. and the Fellowship Time from 11:45
A.M. to 12:15 P.M., the Eco-Stewards will host an Alternative
Christmas Fair in the Social Hall. Ten Thousand Villages, plusa
variety of local agencies and organizations, will be present.
Learn more about “gifts that give twice” and purchase Christmas
presents that help
others. Indi Dieckgrafe and Alisea McLeod are the
coordinators.

ECO-STEWARDS-BOOK DRIVE

Our Adult Enrichment Committee’s Eco-

Stewards Group, in cooperation with Better World Books
... aninternational company, warehoused in Mishawaka, Indi-
ana, that collects and sells books online to fund literacy initia-
tives worldwide ... will continue to
collect books. Please leave them in the table on the Colfax porch
or on the counter in the Church Office. Twenty-five percent of
items sold through Better World Books will be donated to liter-
acy programs. twenty percent to Chibanzi C.C.A.P. Nursery
School/Orphan Center and Primary School and five percent to
Better World's “Books for Africa” Program. For additional in-
formation, contact: Alisea McLeod, Eco-Stewards Coordinator,
at 574-288-4784 or alisecamcleod@hotmail.com or Phyllis Weze-
man at 574-234-4159 or pwezeman@fpcsouthbend.org.

| g
=
)
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EIGHT GREAT DATES ... FOR COUPLES

“FIREPROOF YOUR MARRIAGE” -- a marriage enrichment
program based on the movie FIREPROOF

Couples have an opportunity for a“date” the second Friday of
each month — December through April. The next one will be
Friday, December 11.

The format will be:

6:00 P.M. — Child Care and Children’ /Y outh Activities (Meal
Provided)

6:00 P.M. —6:45 P.M. — Dinner for Adultsin the Parlor
[Come when you can!]

7:00 P.M. —8:30 P.M. — Video/Discussion and Dessert

8:45 P.M. — Child Care and Children’s/Y outh Activities End

Cost: $5.00 per family per night. Reservationsrequired BY the
Monday prior to the date!

For additional information, contact: Linda Fox —574-277-6317
or billorlynn@sbcglobal.net or Phyllis Wezeman — 574-234-4159
or pwezeman@fpcsouthbend.org.
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FAMILY AT HEART

In cooperation with our Children’s Center, we are offering a pilot
program called Baby TALK (Teaching Activities for Learning
and Knowledge) for parents and caregivers of babies and tod-
dlers, birth through age three. Baby TALK isa national model
for supporting families of very young children. Itsmissionisto
positively impact child development and nurture healthy parent-
child relationships during the critical early years.

The last two sessions for the current series are Wednes-
day, December 2 and 9. It is offered, in the Chapel, at two differ-

ent times on those days: 7:30 A.M. t0 8:00 A.M. or 12:30 P.M. to

1:00 P.M. Susan Freel, one of the Children’s Center teachers, is
the facilitator. Thereisno charge, but reservations are requested.
Please contact Phyllis Wezeman at 574-234-4159 or pweze-
man@fpcsouthbend.org.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Our “Prayer Shawl Ministry” isagroup of people who work indi
vidualy in their homes crocheting or knitting
tangible symbols of the presence of God in our lives. While each
shaw! is being created, prayers are offered silently for the person
in need. When the shawl iscompleted, itis
delivered to the recipient. For additional information or to sug-
gest the name of a person for whom a shawl could be made, con-
tact Phyllis Wezeman -- 574-234-4159 or pweze-
man@fpcsouthbend.org.

TIESTO MALAWI

A small group for persons interested in arts, crafts, or sewing
meets once a month to create handmade items from recycled
men’ s neckties and donate the proceeds to mission projectsin
Malawi. The next meeting of the group will be Wednesday, De-
cember 16 at 10:00 A.M. inthe Board Room. Sewing experience
isNOT required.

TUESDAY EVENING WOMEN’'SBIBLE STUDY

Our Tuesday Evening Women's Bible
— Study, at the home of Ruth Roll, meets
2> | every Tuesday night. On December 8 and 15

study the book “The Red Sea Rules’ by Robert J. Mor-
gan. Dueto the holidays, there will not be a meeting on Decem-
ber 22 or 29. Linda Fox isthe facilitator. For additiona infor-
mation, contact Linda Fox at 574-277-6317 or billor-
lynn@sbcglobal .net or Phyllis Wezeman at 574-234-4159 or
pwezeman@fpcsouthbend.org.

WEDNESDAY LUNCHES

Wednesday L unches are a monthly lunch and learn fellowship
opportunity for men and women coordinated by Adult Enrich-
ment and Presbyterian Women. The

December session will be held on the third Wednesday, De-
cember 16, from 11:45 A.M. to 1:15 P.M. in the Social Hall.
Besides addlicious lunch, served by Royal Caterers, there will
be a program of Christmas music by Craig Heitger, who will
play avariety of instruments. Craig is often an instrumentalist
in our worship services. Plan to attend; it will be a wonderful
way to prepare for the celebration of the birth of Christ.

WOMEN'SGUILD
The Women's Guild is an association of Christian women who
gather for Bible Study, Prayer, and Service. It is modeled after
the Women’ s Guild of The Church of
Central Africa Presbyterianin Malawi and it is an extension of
the Presbyterian Women’ s groups of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Meetings are held one Saturday
amonth, from 10:30 A.M. to 12:00 Noon, at the home of Ruth
Roll. The December date isthe 12th. The group is currently
studying the Gospel of John. For
additional information about monthly meetings contact Mlekwa
Mwachande — 574-289-5371 or
mzatimbewe@yahoo.com or Phyllis Wezeman — 574-234-4159
or pwezeman@fpcsouthbend.org.

ADULT EDUCATION EXTRAS

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
BOOKLETS

“A Grand Miracle — Advent devotions based
on thoughts of C. S. Lewis,” our 2009 book-
let for adults, is available on the literature tables outside of the
Chapel and in the Narthex. Please take a copy to read at home.

These devotions take many of the familiar Advent and
Christmas texts of Scripture and put them side by side with bits
and pieces of the works of C. S. Lewis. While Lewis' writings
take some of the spotlight, this series of devotionsisreally
about Jesus, the God who became man. Through these Scrip-
tures, the Holy Spirit is our primary teacher, while Lewis, in his
great imagination, leads us to contemplate “a Grand Miracle.”
Readers preparing for Christmas will encounter four weeks of
thoughtful devotions, focusing on the Incarnation (Week One),
Immanuel, God with us (Week Two), the Christ-Figure of
Narnia (Week Three), and Jesus' mission to make us his “new
creation” (Week Four). Each devotion concludes with a prayer
and a Scripture verse tied intimately to the day’ s thought.

6

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



mailto:man@fpcsouthbend.org
mailto:man@fpcsouthbend.org
mailto:lynn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pwezeman@fpcsouthbend.org
mailto:mzatimbewe@yahoo.com
mailto:pwezeman@fpcsouthbend.org
http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com

Youth News

Just Eating Retreat
27 students and adults from 5 area Presbyterian Churches joined
together for aretreat at the Presbytery's Geneva Center. Pastor
Raobbie, Pastor Lindsey, and Pastor Anna (FPC Goshen) learned
about faith and food choices. We learned how the choices we
make about food and care of our bodies honor God. We played
Jeopardy to learn about healthy eating. We heard from guest
speaker Kathy Friend (Fran English Telfer's daughter) about hon-
oring God with our bodies and how to see through mediaimages
of beauty. We also did poverty simulations to learn how our
choices affect people around the world. We're looking
forward to more joint retreats like thisin the future.

Upcoming holiday events

Hanging of the Greens, November 22--Out brave youth and
their parents will be helping to hang the garland and the lights
from the attic of the church.

Family Advent Festival, November 29--Sunday school classes
will meet in the Social Hall to explore 9 different stations for
hands-on learning.

Middle School Monday Nights and High School--Christmas par-
ties are being planned

Jubilee Christmas, December 12--Parents and youth are en-
couraged to help host a family and help them wrap presents

Record Number of College Car e Packages
This year we sent out 27 college care
packages. We have more students away
at school than in previous years which
nearly doubled the number of shoe boxes
full of goodies and school supplies.
Thank you to Dottie Taylor, Marty St
John and Sue Marsh for helping pack the boxes. Thank you to
several parents who contributed to the postage and religious de-
votional books. And thank you to Sue Marsh, Marty St John,
Diane Wojcicki and Kay Colten for making cookies. Thank you
to the congregation for bringing in Halloween candy and school
supplies for the boxes. Please be praying for these students while
they're studying and preparing for their future.

4+

Justin Amos, Lydia Dreyer, Natalie Dreyer, Elizabeth Ehlers,
Emily Ehlers, Courtney Elrod, Amanda English, Kaitlyn
Fewell, Matthew Fay, Britney Fay, Gary Hoover, Mulungama
Khonje, Alex Klanke, Kim Klanke, Jenny Lawson, Adam
Marsh, Alex Marsh, Janet Mwachande, Chad Quandt, Melissa
Rosencrantz, Theresa Rosencrantz, Christian Sassano, Grace
Somanje, Amy Voth, Matt Williams, and Jeff Wojcicki.

GBILDREN’S MINIS’IRIE?

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

ADVENT CALENDARSAND CARDS

Advent calendars and cards, for children and youth — birth
through grade five — were distributed at the “Hanging of the
Greens’ and the Family Advent Festival. If you did not receive
one, please stop by Mrs. Wezeman’s office to pick up your
packet.

CHILDREN'SCHRISTMASGIFT
TO THE CONGREGATION

During our 10:45 A.M. Worship Service on Sunday, December
20, our Pre-kindergarteners through Fifth graders will present
their annual Children’s Christmas Gift to the Congregation.

FAMILY CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Our annual Family Christmas Service, offered by children and
youth of the congregation — birth through twelfth grade — will be
Sunday, December 20 at 10:45 A.M. in the Sanctuary. The pag-
eant will be atraditional retelling of the Christmas story through
Scripture and song.

Dress rehearsal will take place on Saturday, December 19 from
9:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M in the Sanctuary. Thiswill be the only
run-through of the service that we will have in the Sanctuary, so
please make every effort to be present. Krispy Kreme donuts,
juice, milk —and coffee — will be available in the Narthex from
8:30 A.M. t0 9:00 A.M.

CHILD CARE[INFANTS& TWO'STHREE'S]
An Infant Nursery and a Twos/Threes Class is offered every
Sunday from 9:15 A.M. to 12:00 Noon. Janet Mwachande is
the attendant, assisted during each shift by regularly scheduled,
nurturing volunteers.

On December 24, Child Care for Infants through three-year-
olds will be provided from 7:15 P.M. until 9:15 P.M. during
the special music and the Christmas Eve worship service.

CHILDREN'SCHOIR
Children’s Choir rehearsals for the Family

;// -\| Christmas Service, Sunday, December 20, will
(T\/\() ‘)‘ ):\ take place during Faith Steps and Second Hour
/ \

sessions in December.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES (continued)

CHILDREN'SLIBRARY
“Check out” the Advent and Christ-
mas books in the
Children’s Library, Room 221, on the
second floor of the Education Wing.
“Check out” of booksis on the honor
system.

CLUB 345-DECEMBER OUTING
Friday, December 12 isthe date of the next CLUB 345 Outing
for pizzaand bowling. Third, Fourth, and Fifth graders are wel-
come. Meet at Church at 5:45 P.M. or a Pizza Hut on Ireland
Road at 6:00 P.M. for supper. Thewe'll go to Chippewa Lanes
for bowling. $5.00 per person. Friendsin grades three, four,
and five are welcome, too. Parents are welcome. Please let us
know that you are coming by Sunday, December 6. Contact
Mrs. Phyllis Wezeman at 574-234-4150 or
pwezeman@fpcsouthbend.org.

FAITH STEPSSUNDAY SCHOOL FOR
DECEMBER

9:30A.M.-10:30 A.M.

Faith Steps Sunday School, our Workshop Rotation Model
Program for Pre-Kindergarten through Fifth Grade children and
youth, will continue with the New Testament story of “Jesus
Birth through the Eyes of Joseph” during the Advent and
Christmas seasons. The December schedule includes:

December 6
Drama [Drama Room]
Margo Shearman-Howard, Teacher
Nellie Namwali, Shepherd

December 13
Cooking/Games [Tent]
Liz Rosencrantz, Teacher
Nellie Namwali, Shepherd

December 20
Family Christmas Service Rehearsal [Tent]

December 28
Cinema[Cinema]
David Eggleston, Teacher
Nellie Namwali, Shepherd

“FEATURING FIRST KIDS’
BULLETIN BOARD

Our “Featuring First Kids’ Bulletin
Board is located on the wall near the Church Office. It displays
nametags for our Pre-Kindergarten through Fifth Grade chil-
dren. Pre-Ksthrough Fifth Graders should pick up their name-
tags when they arrive at church, wear them throughout the day,
and hang them on their “grade” ribbon before they leave the
building.

FIRST FOUNDATIONS SCRIPTURE
BOOKLETS

“First Foundations,” the booklets containing suggested Scripture

passages to learn by heart and Faith Steps

memory verses have been distributed to Pre-K through Second

Graders as well as Third through Fifth Graders.

PICTURES, PLEASE
Children — of all ages! Would you please
bring your new school picture (or any re-
cent picture) to Church and put it in
Mrs.Wezeman's box in the office or dlide
it under her door. We'll be coordinating a
“Prayer Partner” project between children,

youth, and adults.

PRE-K CLASS
Our Pre-K class, for children who have turned four by Septem-
ber 1 but who have not started Kindergarten, is held as part of
Faith Steps Sunday School from 9:30 A.M. to 10:30 A.M. each
week. Children attend the 10:45 A.M. service with their fami-
lies, participate in the children’s message, and may leave for
Second Hour or may remain in worship with their caregivers.

SECOND HOUR
Second Hour for December will include Mission projects and
Drama and Music rehearsals for the Family
Christmas Service — as well as the preparation of the
annual Children’s Christmas Gift to the Congregation. Check
the bulletin boards for locations.

WORSHIP FOR CHILDREN
Children of all ages are invited to participate in worship with
their parents or caregivers on Sundays and on
special days throughout the year. For Pre-Schoolers,
Worship Bags are available in the Narthex which may be used
during worship and returned to their rack at the end of Church.
Children’s messages will be shared during the 10:45 A.M. ser-
vice. Followingthe Children’s Time, Pre-Kindergarten
through Fifth Grade girls and boys may leave for Second Hour
in the Education Wing or they may return to sit with their
families.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
WINTER WONDERLAND
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

“Winter Wonderland,” our
fabulous Christmas “ coffee/tea’
will be held in the Social Hall on
Sunday, December 20 following the 10:45 A.M. worship ser-
vice. Besides of array of Christmas treats, there will be cookie
decorating for children and youth. Mark your calendar now and
be sure to stay for this popular seasonal event.

Of course, we need lots of cookie bakers and would appreciate it
if you would call Barb Fick, the event chair, at 255-2122 to let
her know how you will help.

This event is sponsored by the Congregational Life
Committee. For additional information, please contact Joyce
Schalliol, Chair of the Committee, at 584-546-3411 or jschal-
liol@aol.com or Phyllis Wezeman at 574-234-4159 or pweze-
manfpcsouthbend.org.

FPC MALAWI ASSOCIATION

In arecent email from officers of the Relief and Development
Department of the Nkhoma Synod of the Church of Central Af-
rica Presbyterian in Malawi, they report that 25 new wells have
been installed — and are operational — in the area of our partner
congregation, Chibanzi C.C.A.P. This arrangement was made
through meetings with FPC, SB’s Mission group that went to
Malawi this summer. The cost of these wells, $10,000.00, was
covered through a generous donation of Marion Medical Mis-
sion. Praise God that through our congregation’s efforts to
“prime to pump” 56 wells are now functioning in the Chibanzi
region —in less than two years time.

MISSION COMMITTEE
MISSION OF THE QUARTER FOR
DECEMBER

Our Chibanzi Nursery School/Orphan Center and Feed-
ing Site/Kitchen, plus the first two grades of the soon-to-open
Primary School, at our partner congregation in Malawi, Africais
our Mission of the Quarter. Besidesraising funds for its support
through the Christmas offering, we are collecting school sup-
plies. Crayons (preferably small packages of 8 or 16), markers,
pencils, pens, and scissors are most welcome. Sharpees® (any
color, but regular point and size) are appreciated aswell. Please
leave theitemsin the box in the Narthex, on the table in the Col-
fax Porch, or in the Church Office. Thank you for your support

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS

Wednesday L unch sponsored by Adult Education and
Presbyterian Women.

Enjoy the Season !
Wednesday, December 16, from 11:45 A.M. to 1:15 P.M. in the
Sacial Hall, Christmas music and song with Craig Heitger.
Wednesday L unches are a monthly lunch and learn coordinated
by Adult Enrichment and Presbyterian Women. Plan to attend
with friends and enjoy a delicious lunch served by Royal Cater-
ers. Let Gwen Lofgren know if you can attend (574) 255-8272.
M eals are $7.50 each.

GO & GROW OUTINGS
CONNER PRAIRIE BY
CANDLELIGHT...

A CHRISTMASOUTING
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

r“ﬁ
D=

[2:00 P.M. —Motor Coach departs FPC, SB Parking Lot]

Travel to Conner Prairie in Fishers, Indiana vialuxury
motor coach and go back in time to December 24, 1836 —
two years after First Presbyterian Church of South Bend
was established!

Shop the unique stores.

Enjoy alavish all-you-can-eat dinner buffet.

Be part of a sixty-minute guided tour of the Prairietown
homes where residents are preparing for the holidays.

Cost of trip, $59.00 per person, includes admission,
buffet dinner, guided tour, shops, and transportation.

For information or reservations, contact:

Evelyn Shaw at 574-272-2971 or
grangerevie@yahoo.com or Phyllis Wezeman at 574-
234-4159 or pwezeman@fpcsouthbend.org
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Tower Bell is a publication of First Presbyterian Church of South Bend. We welcome all visitors!
Visit our website: www.fpcsouthbend.org or email: info@fpcsouthbend.org

First Presbyterian Church
333 West Colfax Avenue
South Bend, Indiana 46601

Return Service Requested

b - g CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday Worship December 20
Family Christmas Service
10:45a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
7:30 p.m.—Special music

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 8:00 pm.—Worship
Dr. Bob Agnew, preaching

THE NEXT TOWER BEL L
DEADLINE IS
December 14
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